NEWS e NEWSe NEWSe NEWSe NEWS

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

Governor’s Press Office Room 308, Main Capitol Building Harrisburg, PA 17120
www.governor.state.pa.us 717-783-1116 (Phone) 717-772-8462 (Fax)

EDWARD G. RENDELL, Governor

FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE: CONTACT:
May 5, 2009 Steve Weitzman (DCED)
717-783-1132

Barry Ciccocioppo
717-783-1116

GoV. RENDELL SAYSPA ACCEPTING COMMENTSON PLAN

TO PREVENT HOMELESSNESS USING STIMULUS FUNDS

MORE THAN $23 MILLION AVAILABLE TO HELP COUNTIES PROVIDE EMERGENCY
RENTAL ASSISTANCE, MOVE HOMELESS INTO STABLE HOUSING

HARRISBURG — Pennsylvania’s plan to provide struggling faeslith stable housing with
$23.4 million from the American Recovery and Restweent Act is now available online,
according to Governor Edward G. Rendell, who ndted the public may offer written comments
on it through May 13.

Under the rules of the federal recovery packagePDiépartment of Community and Economic
Development must file an update to its existingsohidated plan with the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development. The plan is avalabline atvww.recovery.pa.gounder the
“Announcements” section.

The Homelessness Prevention and Rapid Re-Housogrd®n, which provides financial assistance
and other services to help people and families giibility in housing, includes short- and medium-
term rental assistance or help with costs assatwifth moving into permanent housing, as well as
relocation and stabilization services.

“These challenging economic times have createdshgrd for families all across the
commonwealth, often through no fault of their owsglid Governor Rendell. “We’ve worked hard
using our existing resources to help keep morelfesnin their homes and let them know that there
is help available through agencies and organizatiotheir own community, but these additional
federal stimulus dollars will help us provide supgo those in need.”

DCED will provide counties with funds to facilitaée increase in their existing local programs that
provide emergency rental assistance paymentsnhtasagement, and related services to prevent



homelessness. Counties also must demonstrate legvwih use locally controlled funds to provide
supportive services that make it possible for hesgpeople to move into permanent housing.

All counties are eligible to receive a portion bétfunds based on a formula using both a base grant
amount and a need factor based upon populatiorfiatsérs. Pennsylvania counties must notify
DCED of their intent to participate in the formydartion of the program by June 15.

Written comments should be directed/gherrick@state.pa.uer V. Sherrick, DCED, 400 North
St., 4" Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17120.

Governor Rendell is committed to ensuring thatghklic is able to monitor and provide feedback
on how federal recovery dollars are being usedrbyiging news, up-to-date information and
regular reports omww.recovery.pa.gav For more information and details on Governor di's
2009-10 budget proposal to provide relief to stiunggfamilies and spark an economic recovery,

visit www.pa.gov
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The Rendell administration is committed to creatinfiyst-rate public education system, protecting most vulnerable
citizens and continuing economic investment to stppur communities and businesséio find out more about
Governor Rendell's initiatives and to sign up fo Wweekly newsletter, visitww.governor.state.pa.us.



