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GoV. RENDELL : DIESEL TECH GRANT WILL IMPROVE
PITTSBURGH 'SAIR QUALITY , BOLSTER ECONOMY

HARRISBURG — The commonwealth has applied for a $1.5 mil@ean Diesel Emerging
Technology grant through the American RecoveryRamvestment Act to upgrade two marine
diesel engines in the Pittsburgh area, Governoraeds. Rendell announced today.

“Diesel engines play important roles in our eveay tives, but old, inefficient engines are major
sources of air pollution that make it difficult forany people to breathe,” Governor Rendell said.
“Diesel emissions are not limited to our highwawsl éactories. Marine vessels used at the Port of
Pittsburgh are essential to moving freight alorgAllegheny, Monongahela and Ohio rivers, but
they also diminish the region’s air quality.

“It is imperative that we come up with ways to kelke freight moving and at the same time
improve the air we all breathe.”

This ARRA grant would fund an overhaul on both prspon engines in the Pittsburgh-based vessel
Champion Coal, which operates on a 200-mile stret¢the Monongahela and Ohio rivers.
Caterpillar dealer Cleveland Brothers in Murrys/iill upgrade the tow boat’s two engines, which
will reduce emissions and improve fuel efficiency.

In addition to the environmental benefits, the pobpwould also help strengthen the local economy
by creating or retaining 32 jobs.

The Port of Pittsburgh is the busiest port in tagam in terms of total commercial vessel trips mad
according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Diepartment of Environmental Protection
estimates Allegheny County has the highest anmagstons from commercial marine vessel
activities of any county in the state with 3,508d®f nitrogen oxides and 110 tons of particulate
matter.



The Champion Coal operates about 8,000 hours @erayel the upgraded engines would reduce its
air emissions by more than 86 tons annually. Tiesefealso consumes more than 780,000 gallons

of diesel fuel per year. The upgraded enginesuwsi up to a five percent less fuel, which equates t
an annual savings of 39,088 gallons of fuel, orlge&86,000.

“This project offers cost-effective emission redoss that are similar to the cost-effectiveness of
controls placed on highway vehicles or other typlasonroad equipment,” Governor Rendell said.
“And because the Champion Coal operates in or awxe@s with poor air quality including elevated
fine particulate and ozone concentrations, highan average population densities, and sensitive
receptor locations like hospitals and schools,litalso help improve the quality of life and hdalt
of our citizens.”

Seeking federal funding for this project is thetin a series of actions taken by Governor Réndel
to reduce air emissions. Last week, the commontvaglplied for three additional Clean Diesel
grants to upgrade railroad diesel engines andetirdly truck stops along the Pennsylvania
Turnpike. Last October, the Governor signed thes&li®owered Motor Vehicle Idling Act, which
restricts heavy-duty diesel vehicles from idlingrathan five minutes per hour.

To learn more about how the federal economic stiswalill benefit Pennsylvania, visit
WWW.recovery.pa.gav
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The Rendell administration is committed to creatinfiyst-rate public education system, protecting most vulnerable
citizens and continuing economic investment to supur communities and businessé® find out more about
Governor Rendell's initiatives and to sign up fa Wweekly newsletter, visitww.governor.state.pa.us.



